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I bought a dinghy course that 
RGYC had donated to the Geelong 
Horse Racing Club, planning to 
improve my sailing capabilities. I 
really enjoyed the course and did 
quite well at the time. It was twelve 
months later when I started with 
the women sailing the Pacers and 
realised how little I knew, how fast 
I could go when I was going the 
wrong way and how little I knew 
about getting to the mark!
I have had quite a few “grandma 
over boards” but at least I have had 
plenty of experience in righting the 
dinghy and getting myself back in!
We have really enjoyed the social 
life at the Yacht Club: the Cruising 
Dinners, the RGYC Foundation 
evening get togethers and mixing 
with the Members. I need another 
day in the week to make the most 
of what the Club has to offer and to 
enjoy more time on our new yacht.

CHLOE’S SAILING 
EXPERIENCES — THE SAME 
BUT DIFFERENT? 
My dad, Steven, originally got 
me involved with the sailing 
environment. He loves sailing 
and is a great mentor but it was 
my grandparents who allowed 
me the opportunity to do so 
through their boat, Local Mocean. 
I’ve been sailing now for three 
years and I love the challenge of 
sailing as no one day is the same. 
I love being part of the crew and 
learning new things.
Sailing has brought me closer 
to my grandmother, Dianne, 
due to our mutual interest. We 
enjoy shopping for sailing gear 
together and learning new skills 

and about our boat together. Our 
relationship can be tested in race 
conditions but we will scream it 
out, sort it out and once back at 
the pen it’s all forgotten!
Sailing provides the opportunity 
to travel, learn many skills that 
will help in future employment or 
life in general. Being able to be 
with my dad and grandparents 
is a pretty special part of this 
sport. Not so special is falling in 
the water in 30+ knots of wind 
during Festival of Sails. 
My biggest test so far was when I 
was asked to compete in Farr 40 
Victorian State Championship. I 
had to prove to fellow team mates 
that I was able to keep up. It was 
hard work but very rewarding. The 
experience taught me to be resilient, 
tough, to be aware of my crew, know 
their weaknesses and strengths and 
for them to know mine.
I love the competition. Since 
sailing on Local Mocean, I’ve been 
competing in State and National 
Farr 40 titles so I wish to continue 
this but also do more ocean 
sailing after doing my first ocean 
race late last year.
The social environment around 
sailing is one that really shows 
what a good sport sailing is. After 
every regatta, no matter how 
competitive it is, everyone loves to 
have a good chat about the day on 
the water. We have a mixed crew 
and everyone has supported me in 
all my sailing endeavours. 
It would be great if more women 
joined the Club and went sailing 
so they can have as good a time 
as we do.


